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A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF JOHNSON 
CITY, TENNESSEE was held in the Commission Chambers of the Municipal 
and Safety Building, 601 East Main Street, Johnson City, Tennessee on 
Thursday, March 6, 2014.   

 
PRESENT: Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin, Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, 

Commissioners Jeff Banyas, Jenny Brock and David Tomita, Pete 
Peterson, City Manager, and Janet Jennings, City Recorder. 

 
Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 
 
At this time, Ron Murray, Senior Pastor, Central Baptist Church, 

gave the invocation, which was followed by the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner David Tomita, seconded by Vice-Mayor 

Clayton Stout, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the minutes of the regularly scheduled City 
Commission Meeting held on Thursday, February 20, 2014, be and the 
same are hereby approved. 

 
At this time, Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin made a statement 

responding to Annexation legislation (House Bill 590 and Senate Bill 
869) introduced by Representative Van Huss and Senator Rusty Crowe and 
supported by officials elected to serve the people of Johnson City. He 
stated his concerns for the damage, cost and negative impact on growth 
it will present the Johnson City taxpayers as well as the county.  He 
encouraged residents to proactively join him in requesting Senator 
Crowe to withdraw this legislation.  He instructed the City Manager to 
provide a list of the Water/Sewer projects currently in progress for 
areas that lie outside the municipal boundaries, as well as a list of 
the annexed areas that may be candidates for de-annexation. 
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At this time, Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin presented a proclamation 
recognizing the 40th Anniversary of Quillen College of Medicine.  Dr. 
Brian Nolan, ETSU President, Dr. Wilsie Bishop, ETSU Vice President 
for Health Affairs, and Dr. Robert Means, Jr., ETSU Dean of Medicine, 
were present to accept. 
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At this time, Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin presented a proclamation 
recognizing National Nutrition Month/Registered Dietitian Day.  
Kristin Dugger, Registered Dietitian, Quillen Rehabilitation Hospital, 
and Monique Richard, Registered Dietitian, were present to accept. 

 
At this time, Mitch Miller, Washington County Economic 

Development Council CEO, presented an update on the Council. 
 
At this time, Patrick Wilson, Tri-Cities Regional Airport 

Executive Director, presented an update on the Airport activity.  He 
introduced Mark Canty, Trade Development Specialist, who presented an 
update on the Foreign Trade Zone. 

 
At this time, Dwight Harrell, Vice Chairman, Board of Zoning 

Appeals (BZA), presented a report on the 2013 activity. 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner Jeff Banyas, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 
JOHNSON CITY, That a Cooperative Purchasing Agreement with Sherrill 
Morgan and Associates for the Stop Loss Consortium, be and the same is 
hereby approved.  Mark Morgan, Sherrill Morgan and Associates, 
addressed the City Commission. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Jeff Banyas, seconded by Commissioner 

Jenny Brock, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried as follows:  Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout and Commissioners 
Jeff Banyas and Jenny Brock voted aye.  Commissioner David Tomita 
abstained from the vote.  Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin voted nay. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That a Cooperative Service Agreement with the USDA, to 
conduct up to three (3) intensive bird harassment campaigns, be and 
the same is hereby approved.  Mark Sirois, Police Chief, presented an 
update on the bird problem. 

 
At this time, Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin opened the public input 

session.  No one spoke. 
 
Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That a beer license application for Terry Lynn Feathers, 
d/b/a T’s Market #2, 607 North Roan Street, Johnson City, Tennessee, 
be and the same is hereby approved.  Terry Lynn Feathers, applicant, 
was present. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Jenny Brock, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the appointment of Jo Willems to the Senior 
Services Advisory Board, be and the same is hereby approved. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Jenny Brock, seconded by Commissioner 

Jeff Banyas, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 
JOHNSON CITY, That the Consent Agenda for March 6, 2014, be and the 
same is hereby approved.  

 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

A. GENERAL: 
i. Development Services ~ Community Development Division 

Approval to File a FY 2014-15 Emergency Solutions Grant to the Tennessee 
Housing Development Agency in the amount of $130,695.00 
 

ii. Development Services ~ Community Development Division 
Approval of FY 2014-15 Emergency Solutions Grant Allocations to Seven-
(7) Community Service and Shelter Organizations under the Tennessee 
Development Agency ESG Program 
 

iii. Police Department 
Consider Second Chance Act Technology Career Training Program for 
Incarcerated Adults and Juveniles FY2014 
 

iv. Purchasing Department 
Consider Surplus Request 
Two-(2) Vehicles (Fire Department) 
Mowing Equipment & Vehicles (Johnson City Schools) 
 

B. INVOICES: 
 

i. Gresham Smith & Partners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,340.39 
Public Works Department 
Indian Ridge Project 
Funding Source:  STP Funds – 80% Federal~20% Local Bonds 
 

ii. Mattern & Craig . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,600.00 
Public Works Department 
VA Access Road 
Funding Source:  Federal HPP and Local Funds for 20% 
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iii. Stansell Electric . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $27,944.52 
Public Works Department  
ITS Project - Pay Request #5 
Funding Source:  80% Federal~10% State~10% Local Bonds 
 

iv. Littlejohn Engineering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,300.00 
Public Works Department (FINAL PAYMENT) 

Broadway & Main Street Drainage Project 
Funding Source:  Storm Water Fund 
 

v. Littlejohn Engineering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $17,887.60 
Water & Sewer Services 
Cash Hollow Sewer Basin 
Funding Source:  Water & Sewer Fund 
 

vi. Hazen & Sawyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $28,000.00 
Water & Sewer Services 
Professional Services for Lower Brush Creek Interceptor Replacement 
Funding Source:  Water & Sewer Bonds 
 

vii. Preston Construction Company . . . . . . . . . . . . $14,962.50 
Johnson City Schools 
New Sidewalk & Exterior Steps for Freedom Hall Civic Center 
Funding Source:  Washington County Bond Funds 
 

viii. HVAC Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,550.00 
Johnson City Schools 
Science Hill High School HVAC Upgrade 
Funding Source:  PEP Bond Issue 
 

ix. Burleson Construction Company, Inc. . . . . . . .  $90.00 
Johnson City Schools 
Science Hill High School HVAC Upgrade 
Funding Source:  PEP Bond Issue 
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C. BIDS  
 

i. Hodge Electrical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $520,000.00 
Public Works Department ~ Street Division 
Freedom Hall Civic Center Electrical Upgrades 
Funding Source:  Washington County Bond Fund 
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D. PURCHASES: 
 

i. John Deere Landscapes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50,000.00 
Public Works Department ~ Landscaping Division 
Shrubs & Perennials Annual Contract 
Funding Source:  Budgeted Expense 
 

Upon motion by Commissioner Jeff Banyas, seconded by Commissioner 
David Tomita, Ordinance No. 4530-14, “AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE FROM B-4 
(PLANNED ARTERIAL BUSINESS) AND RP-3 (PLANNED RESIDENTIAL) TO R-5 
(HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) PROPERTIES LOCATED AT 6385 BRISTOL HIGHWAY 
AND 365 NORTH PICKENS BRIDGE ROAD,” was passed on first reading.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Jeff Banyas, seconded by Vice-Mayor 

Clayton Stout, Ordinance No. 4531-14, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE 
ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF JOHNSON CITY, TO REFLECT THE PLACEMENT OF 
THE CORRIDOR OVERLAY (CO) DISTRICT ALONG THE NORTH ROAN STREET/HIGHWAY 
36 CORRIDOR,” was passed on first reading.  The motion carried by five 
ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Jenny Brock, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, Ordinance No. 4532-14, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE 
VIII, FLOODPLAIN REGULATIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF JOHNSON CITY, 
TENNESSEE,” was passed on first reading.  The motion carried by five 
ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner David Tomita, seconded by Vice-Mayor 

Clayton Stout, Ordinance No. 4533-14, “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING 
CONVEYANCE OF 102 WEST MYRTLE AVENUE TO ASBURY, INC., IN THE AMOUNT OF 
71,001.00,” was passed on first reading.  The motion carried by five 
ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Jeff Banyas, seconded by Commissioner 

Jenny Brock, Ordinance No. 4534-14, “HOTEL/MOTEL TAX INCREASE,” was 
passed on first reading.  The motion carried by five ayes.  There were 
no nay votes.  

 
Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, Ordinance No. 4529-14, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 
11-124 OF CODE; AIR GUNS/SLINGSHOTS,” was passed on second reading.  
The motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Jenny Brock, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, Ordinance No. 4528-14, “TRI-CITIES AIRPORT AUTHORITY; 
TRANSFER OF PROPERTY,” was passed on third reading.  The motion 
carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 
 ORDINANCE NO. 4528-14 
 
 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE TO THE TRI-CITIES 
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AIRPORT AUTHORITY CERTAIN PARCELS OWNED BY THE CITY OF JOHNSON 
CITY AND OTHERS LOCATED IN THE EIGHTH (8TH) AND EIGHTEENTH (18TH) 
CIVIL DISTRICTS OF SULLIVAN COUNTY, TENNESSEE, AND APPROVING A BILL 
OF SALE CONVEYING PERSONAL PROPERTY  UPON THE TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS CONTAINED HEREIN AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES AND 
PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH 

 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF JOHNSON CITY as follows: 

 SECTION I.  That the conveyance is hereby authorized to the Tri-Cities Airport Authority of certain parcels of 
real property and items of personal property as set forth in Exhibit I and Exhibit II, both of which are  attached hereto 
and made a part hereof.   
 
 SECTION II. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Mayor of the City of Johnson City be and is hereby 
authorized to execute Exhibit I and Exhibit II and such other instruments as may be reasonably necessary to effectuate 
the aforementioned transactions, which instruments shall in form and content be satisfactory to the City Manager and 
legal counsel for the City. 
 
 SECTION III.   BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith 
be and the same are hereby repealed. 
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SECTION IV.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall take effect from and after its passage 
on third and final reading as required by law, the public welfare requiring it. 

 
      PASSED IN OPEN, PUBLIC MEETING 
      ON THE FIRST READING 2/06/2014  
      PASSED IN OPEN, PUBLIC MEETING 
      ON THE SECOND READING 2/20/2014  
      PASSED IN OPEN, PUBLIC MEETING 
      ON THE THIRD READING 3/06/2014  
 
      APPROVED AND SIGNED IN OPEN 
      MEETING ON THE   6th   DAY OF  
                                          March                                   , 2014 
      FOLLOWING PASSAGE ON THIRD 
      READING 
 
 
      /s/ Ralph Van Brocklin    
      MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/ Janet Jennings   
CITY RECORDER 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
/s/ James H. Epps, IV  
STAFF ATTORNEY 
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There being no further business or discussion, Mayor Ralph Van 
Brocklin adjourned the meeting at 9:12 p.m.  
 

 
    
              
           RALPH VAN BROCKLIN 
            MAYOR 
 
 
 
      
JANET JENNINGS 
CITY RECORDER 
 
 

 
ITEMS DEFERRED: 

1. None.  
 
ACTION ITEMS: 

1. Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin instructed the City Manager to provide a 
list of the Water/Sewer projects currently in progress for areas 
that lie outside the municipal boundaries as well as a list of 
the annexed areas that may be candidates for de-annexation. 

 
 


