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THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF JOHNSON CITY, TENNESSEE 
held a Special Called Meeting in the Municipal Building, 601 East Main 
Street, Johnson City, Tennessee on Friday, June 27, 2014. 

 
PRESENT: Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin, Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, 

Commissioners Jeff Banyas, Jenny Brock and David Tomita, Pete 
Peterson, City Manager, and Janet Jennings, City Recorder.  

 
Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 
 
At this time, City Commissioner David Tomita gave the invocation, 

which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
At this time, Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin made a motion to adopt 

Ordinance No. 4548-14 – “AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH THE PROPERTY TAX 
RATES, APPROPRIATE FUNDS, AND ADOPT A BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR July 1, 
2014 through June 30, 2015.” His motion was seconded by Commissioner 
David Tomita. 

 
At this time, Commissioner Jenny Brock made a motion to amend the 

main motion to provide for a property tax increase of 21 cents to fund 
schools $1,700,000 (equivalent 10 cents) and City services $1,870,000 
(equivalent 11 cents).  Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin seconded the motion.  
The City funding of $1,870,000 would be appropriated as follows: 

$170,000 Restore resurfacing budget to $1,500,000 
$200,000 Restore ½ of special appropriations 
$170,000 Sidewalk and street reconstruction 
$300,000 City employee pay adjustments 
$605,000 Capital Projects 
$425,000 Public Works Equipment 

In addition, the Johnson City Development Authority (JCDA) would be 
asked to pick up funding on the $350,000 in site work for the Farmer’s 
Market. 
 

At this time, Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin made a motion to amend the 
previous amendment.  Upon this motion, seconded by Commissioner Jenny 
Brock, the following amendment was offered for adoption.  The motion 
failed as follows:  Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin and Commissioner Jenny 
Brock voted aye.  Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout and Commissioners Jeff 
Banyas and David Tomita voted nay. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That an amendment to the previous budget amendment to 
add back $350,000 in funding for the Farmer’s Market, to be paid out 
of Fund Balance, be and the same is hereby denied.  
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At this time, voting commenced on the amendment previously made 
by Commissioner Jenny Brock and seconded by Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin, 
to provide for a property tax increase of 21 cents to fund schools 
$1,700,000 (equivalent 10 cents) and City services $1,870,000 
(equivalent 11 cents).  The motion failed as follows:  Mayor Ralph Van 
Brocklin and Commissioner Jenny Brock voted aye.  Vice-Mayor Clayton 
Stout and Commissioners Jeff Banyas and David Tomita voted nay. 

   
At this time, Commissioner David Tomita made a motion, that was 

seconded by Commissioner Jeff Banyas, to amend the main motion as 
follows: Remove $1,340,000 from the resurfacing budget and issue 
capital outlay notes, increase Debt Service for the payment of 
$204,000, add one-time funding for Schools $600,000, fund a 1% pay 
raise for City employees $265,000 and leave $271,000 to be allocated 
at a later date.  In addition, Schools are instructed to increase 
their revenue budget by $600,000 (State and County funding), which, 
combined with the one-time funding of $600,000, will cover the $1.2 
million requested to avoid further cuts. The City will guarantee any 
shortfall experienced from adding the revenues to the budget. 

 
At this time, Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin made a motion to amend the 

previous amendment.  Upon his motion, seconded by Commissioner Jenny 
Brock, the following amendment was offered for adoption.  The motion 
failed as follows:  Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin and Commissioner Jenny 
Brock voted aye.  Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout and Commissioners Jeff 
Banyas and David Tomita voted nay. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That an amendment to the previous budget amendment, by 
substitution, to raise the property tax rate 12 cents for Schools, 
with the additional $2,040,000 in revenues to be combined with the 
$500,000 already appropriated for Schools, be and the same is hereby 
denied.  

 
At this time, voting commenced on the amendment previously made 

by Commissioner David Tomita and seconded by Commissioner Jeff Banyas, 
to remove $1,340,000 from the resurfacing budget and issue capital 
outlay notes, increase Debt Service for the payment of $204,000, add 
one-time funding for Schools $600,000, fund a 1% pay raise for City 
employees $265,000 and leave $271,000 to be allocated at a later date.  
In addition, Schools are instructed to increase their revenue budget 
by $600,000 (State and County funding), which, combined with the one-
time funding of $600,000, will cover the $1.2 million requested to 
avoid further cuts. The City will guarantee any shortfall experienced 
from adding the revenues to the budget.  The motion carried as 
follows:  Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout and Commissioners Jeff Banyas and 
David Tomita voted aye.  Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin and Commissioner 
Jenny Brock voted nay. 
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At this time, voting commenced on the main motion previously made 
by Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin, seconded by Commissioner David Tomita, 
and amended, to adopt Ordinance No. 4548-14 – “AN ORDINANCE TO 
ESTABLISH THE PROPERTY TAX RATES, APPROPRIATE FUNDS, AND ADOPT A 
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015,” on third 
reading.  The motion carried as follows:  Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout and 
Commissioners Jeff Banyas and David Tomita voted aye.  Mayor Ralph Van 
Brocklin and Commissioner Jenny Brock voted nay. 
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      /s/ Ralph Van Brocklin  
      Ralph Van Brocklin, Mayor 
 
 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/ Janet Jennings    
Janet Jennings, City Recorder 
 
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
/s/ James H. Epps, IV   
Jim H. Epps, IV, City Attorney 
 

 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m.  
 
 

 
 
 

              
          RALPH VAN BROCKLIN 
            MAYOR 
 
 
 
 
 
      
JANET JENNINGS 
CITY RECORDER 
 
 


