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A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF JOHNSON 
CITY, TENNESSEE was held in the Commission Chambers of the Municipal 
and Safety Building, 601 East Main Street, Johnson City, Tennessee on 
Thursday, March 5, 2015. 

   
PRESENT: Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin, Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, 

Commissioners Jeff Banyas, Jenny Brock and David Tomita, Pete 
Peterson, City Manager, and Janet Jennings, City Recorder. 

 
Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 
 
At this time, Pastor Mike Cummings, Greater Love Church of God In 

Christ, gave the invocation, which was followed by the pledge of 
allegiance. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner David Tomita, seconded by 

Commissioner Jenny Brock, the following resolution was offered for 
adoption.  The motion carried by four ayes.  Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin 
abstained from the vote.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the minutes of the regularly scheduled City 
Commission Meeting held on Thursday, February 19, 2015, be and the 
same are hereby approved. 

 
At this time, Becky Haas, TCCRP (Targeted Community Crime 

Reduction Project) Director, introduced Dr. Kelly Foster, Director, 
East Tennessee State University (ETSU) Applied Social Research Lab.  
Dr. Foster made a presentation regarding the outcome of the TCCRP 
survey conducted in October 2014 on “Attitudes and Opinions of the 
Residents and Businesses in the TCCRP Target Area”. 

 
At this time, Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin opened the public input 

session.  No one spoke. 
 
Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That a beer license for Tri Star South, LLC, d/b/a 
Cheddars, 3000 Franklin Terrace, Johnson City, Tennessee, be and the 
same is hereby approved.  Jon Long, General Manager, was present. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Jeff Banyas, seconded by Commissioner 

Jenny Brock, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by four ayes.  Commissioner David Tomita abstained from 
the vote.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the pulling of Consent Agenda Item A.3., Retainage 
Escrow Account Agreement with Trademark of Virginia and First 
Tennessee Bank, be and the same is hereby approved.  
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Upon motion by Commissioner Jenny Brock, seconded by Vice-Mayor 
Clayton Stout, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by four ayes.  Commissioner David Tomita abstained from 
the vote.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the Retainage Escrow Account Agreement with 
Trademark of Virginia and First Tennessee Bank, be and the same is 
hereby approved.  

  
Upon motion by Commissioner David Tomita, seconded by 

Commissioner Jeff Banyas, the following resolution was offered for 
adoption.  The motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

   
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the remainder of the Consent Agenda for March 5, 
2015, be and the same is hereby approved. 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

A. GENERAL: 
 

i. Senior Services Department 
Review and Approval of FTDD Area Agency on Aging and Disability annual 
project award application 
 

ii. Finance Department 
Consider the FY2015 Audit Contract with Blackburn, Childers & Stegall in 
the amount of $182,500 
 

iii. Finance Department 
Consider construction retainage escrow account agreement with 
Trademark of Virginia, Inc. and First Tennessee Bank 
 

iv. Legal Department 
Consider Amendment No. 1 to Agreement for Sale of Real Property with 
Coalyard Restoration, LLC 
 

v. Public Works Department 
Consider a counteroffer for Tract 17 on the Indian Ridge /State of Franklin 
Road Project for an increase of $2,350 with the final monetary offer of 
$20,850 
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vi. Public Works Department 
Consider a counteroffer for Tract 23 on the Indian Ridge / State of Franklin 
Road Project for an increase of $400 with the final monetary offer of 
$4,400 
 

vii. Public Works Department 
Consider Amendment No. 1 from Gresham, Smith & Partners on the ITS 
Project for CEI Services for an increase of $26,000 
 

viii. Public Works Department 
Consider Change Order #3 from Stansell Electric on the ITS Project for a 38 
day time extension and a cost decrease 
 

ix. Public Works Department 
Consider approval of emergency purchase for 1,000 tons of salt 
 

B. INVOICES: 
 

i. Stansell Electric . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $285,363.70 
Public Works Department ~ FINAL PAYMENT 

ITS Project 
Funding Source:  Capital Projects 
 

ii. Mattern & Craig . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,370.00 
Public Works Department 
VA Access Road 
Funding Source:  HPP & 20% Local Funds 
 

iii. Gresham Smith & Partners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $539.36 
Public Works Department 
Indian Ridge Road Improvements 
Funding  Source:  STP Funds 
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iv. Volkert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,165.05 
Public Works Department 
Browns Mill Road with Mountainview Road Project 
Funding Source:  STP Funding 
 

v. Wiedeman & Singleton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $34,777.00 
Water & Sewer Services ~ Task Order #8 
Watauga Plant Hypochlorite Disinfection Conversion 
Funding Source:  Bond Funded 

C. BIDS: 
 

i. ITB #5847 
Stansell Electric . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,631,229.70 
Public Works Department ~ Traffic Division 
Signalization of 10 Intersections 
Funding Source:  Federal Funds  
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ii. ITB #5896 
Consolidated Pipe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $208,086.00 
Water & Sewer Services ~ Fire Hydrant Contract 
Funding Source:  Budgeted Expense 
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iii. ITB #5897 
H D Supply Waterworks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $745,855.00 
Water & Sewer Services ~ Ductile Iron Pipe Contract 
Funding Source:  Budgeted Expense 
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iv. ITB #5898 
Southern Pipe & Consolidated Pipe . . . . . . . . $185,060.85 
Water & Sewer Services ~ Water Distribution Valves Contract 
Funding Source:  Budgeted Expense 
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v. ITB #5899 
JCI Jones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $51,350.00 
Water & Sewer Services ~ Hypochlorite 
Funding Source:  Budgeted Expense 
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vi. ITB #5904 
Various Vendors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $61,530.55 
Water & Sewer Services ~ Water Distribution Items 
Funding Source:  Budgeted Expense 

 
 

D. PROPOSALS: 
 

i. RFQ #5886 
Mattern & Craig . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $146,510.44 
Public Works Department ~ Traffic Division 
Construction Engineering Services 
Funding Source:  Federal Funds 
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Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, seconded by Commissioner 
David Tomita, Ordinance No. 4575-15, “AN ORDINANCE TO ALLOW POSSESSION 
AND CONSUMPTION OF BEER AND FOOD TRUCK SALES ON THE CLOSED PORTION OF 
McCLURE STREET FROM 5 P.M. UNTIL 10 P.M. DURING THE FIRST ANNUAL FOOD 
TRUCK BEER DINNER EVENT TO BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2015,” was 
passed on first reading.  The motion carried by five ayes.  There were 
no nay votes. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner David Tomita, seconded by 

Commissioner Jenny Brock, Ordinance No. 4574-15, “AN ORDINANCE TO 
ABANDON A PORTION OF WILSON AVENUE RIGHT-OF-WAY BETWEEN BUFFALO STREET 
AND COMMERCE STREET,” was passed on third reading.  The motion carried 
by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

ORDINANCE NO.  4574-15 
 
  AN ORDINANCE TO ABANDON A PORTION OF WILSON AVENUE UPON THE TERMS 

AND CONDITIONS CONTAINED HEREIN AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES AND 
PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH. 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF JOHNSON CITY as follows: 

  
 SECTION I.  That a portion of Wilson Avenue as shown on “Exhibit A” be and the same is hereby abandoned 
as a public thoroughfare subject to the execution of an  
INDENTURE FOR A PUBLIC WALKWAY AND FOR THE PRESERVATION OF UTILITY EASEMENTS AND 
REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT OF A PUBLIC WALKWAY AND UTILITIES IN CONTEMPLATION OF 
JOHNSON CITY’S ABANDONMENT OF RIGHT-OF-WAY IN WHICH UTILITIES ARE LOCATED 
which is attached hereto and made a part of hereof as if set forth verbatim as “Exhibit I.” 
 
 SECTION II.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all easements shall be conveyed as set forth in “Exhibit 
I” and the Mayor is authorized to execute a quitclaim deed to the adjoining property owner(s) of the abandoned area 
shown on “Exhibit A” which shall be in form and content acceptable to the City Manager and Staff Attorney.  
 
 SECTION III.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all laws and ordinances in conflict herewith be and the 
same are hereby repealed. 
 
 SECTION IV.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall take effect from and after its passage 
on third and final reading as required by law, the public welfare requiring it. 
      PASSED IN OPEN, PUBLIC MEETING 
      ON THE FIRST READING 2/05/2015  
      PASSED IN OPEN, PUBLIC MEETING 
      ON THE SECOND READING 2/19/2015  
      PASSED IN OPEN, PUBLIC MEETING 
      ON THE THIRD READING 3/05/2015  
      APPROVED AND SIGNED IN OPEN 
      MEETING ON THE 5th  DAY OF  
                                   March  , 2015    
      FOLLOWING PASSAGE ON THIRD 
      READING 
 
 
      /s/ Ralph Van Brocklin    
      MAYOR 
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ATTEST: 
 
/s/ Janet Jennings    
CITY RECORDER 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
/s/ James H. Epps, IV   
CITY ATTORNEY 
 

At this time, Phil Pindzola, Public Works Director, and Anthony 
Todd, Traffic Engineer, presented an ITS update. 

 
At this time, Steve Nielson, Development Coordinator, presented 

the Downtown Parking Study.  The City Commission stated that they 
would like to see a comprehensive plan in the next six (6) weeks from 
the JCDA (Johnson City Development Authority) and the Planning 
Department, including the following information: 

• Concrete report on signage 
• Proposal for parking enforcement 
• True needs for parking 
• Concrete plans for the future to effectively provide 

additional parking downtown, including the estimated costs 
 

Upon motion by Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin, seconded by Commissioner 
David Tomita, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by four ayes.  Commissioner Jeff Banyas was absent from 
the Chambers.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the TACIR Annexation Report, be and the same is 
hereby approved.   

 
At this time, City Manager Pete Peterson presented the City 

Manager’s Report. 
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There being no further business or discussion, Mayor Ralph Van 
Brocklin adjourned the meeting at 8:26 p.m.  
 

 
    
              
           RALPH VAN BROCKLIN 
            MAYOR 
 
 
 
      
JANET JENNINGS 
CITY RECORDER 
 
 

 
 
 

ITEMS DEFERRED: 
1. None. 

 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 

1. The City Commission stated that they would like to see a 
comprehensive plan addressing downtown parking issues in the next 
six (6) weeks from the JCDA and the Planning Department. 
 

 


