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A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF JOHNSON 
CITY, TENNESSEE was held in the Commission Chambers of the Municipal 
and Safety Building, 601 East Main Street, Johnson City, Tennessee on 
Thursday, April 16, 2015.   

 
PRESENT: Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin, Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, 

Commissioners Jeff Banyas, Jenny Brock and David Tomita, Pete 
Peterson, City Manager, and Janet Jennings, City Recorder. 

 
Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
At this time, Angus Shaw, Pastor Emeritus, First Presbyterian 

Church, gave the invocation, which was followed by the pledge of 
allegiance. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner David Tomita, seconded by 

Commissioner Jenny Brock, the following resolution was offered for 
adoption.  The motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the placement of the consideration of the 
Commission Agenda Item X.D., a Resolution amending a Loan Agreement on 
Series VII-I-1 Bonds, after Proclamations, be and the same is hereby 
approved.  

  
Upon motion by Commissioner Jeff Banyas, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the minutes of the regularly scheduled City 
Commission Meeting held on Thursday, April 2, 2015, be and the same 
are hereby approved. 

 
At this time, Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin presented a proclamation 

in support of East Tennessee State University (ETSU) Staff 
Appreciation Week.  Present to accept was Dr. Brian Noland, ETSU 
President, who was joined by members of ETSU’s faculty, staff and 
student body.  
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At this time, Joe Ayres, Cumberland Securities, addressed the 

Commission regarding an amendment to the Loan Agreement on the City’s 
Series VII-I-1 PEP bonds. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Jenny Brock, seconded by Vice-Mayor 

Clayton Stout, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That a Resolution amending the Loan Agreement on the 
Series VII-I-1 Bonds, be and the same is hereby approved. 

   
At this time, Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin opened the public input 

session.  No one spoke. 
 
Upon motion by Commissioner David Tomita, seconded by Vice-Mayor 

Clayton Stout, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That a Special Occasion beer license for Friends of Olde 
Downtown, 325½ East Main Street, Johnson City, Tennessee, for the 
Founders After 5 Event on May 1, 2015, be and the same is hereby 
approved.  Dianna Cantler, Johnson City Development Authority (JCDA), 
was present. 

 



COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES                       APRIL 16, 2015 

 3 

Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, seconded by Commissioner 
Jenny Brock, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That a Special Occasion beer license for Johnson City 
Morning Rotary Foundation, P.O. Box 3886, Johnson City, Tennessee, for 
the Founders After 5 Event on May 8, 2015, be and the same is hereby 
approved.  Dianna Cantler, JCDA, was present. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Jenny Brock, seconded by Commissioner 

Jeff Banyas, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That a Special Occasion beer license for Downtown 
Johnson City Foundation, 300 East Main Street, Suite 406, Johnson 
City, Tennessee, for the Founders After 5 Event on May 15, 2015, be 
and the same is hereby approved.  Dianna Cantler, JCDA, was present. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Jeff Banyas, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That a Special Occasion beer license for Johnson City 
Morning Rotary Foundation, P.O. Box 3886, Johnson City, Tennessee, for 
the Founders After 5 Event on May 22, 2015, be and the same is hereby 
approved.  Dianna Cantler, JCDA, was present. 

 
Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That a Special Occasion beer license for Downtown 
Johnson City Foundation, 300 East Main Street, Suite 406, Johnson 
City, Tennessee, for the Founders After 5 Event on May 29, 2015, be 
and the same is hereby approved.  Dianna Cantler, JCDA, was present. 

 
Upon motion by Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin, seconded by Commissioner 

Jeff Banyas, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by four ayes.  Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout abstained from 
the vote.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the appointment of Bobby Jobe to the Johnson City 
Industrial Development Board to serve the remaining two (2) years of 
Scott Folsom’s term, be and the same is hereby approved.  The vacancy 
resulted from the resignation of Mr. Folsom. 
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At this time, the re-appointment of Jon Smith and the appointment 
of Michael Green were made by roll call as follows:  The appointment 
of Jon Smith was made by unanimous vote.  Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin and 
Commissioners Jeff Banyas, Jenny Brock and David Tomita voted for 
Michael Green.  Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout cast only one roll call vote. 

 
At this time, the appointment of Scott Kudialis to the Johnson 

City Public Building Authority was made by roll call as follows:  
Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin and Commissioners Jeff Banyas and David 
Tomita voted for Scott Kudialis.  Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout and 
Commissioner Jenny Brock voted for Suzy Williams. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Jenny Brock, seconded by Vice-Mayor 

Clayton Stout, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That a street closing on Friday, June 5, 2015, from 4:30 
p.m. until 9:30 p.m., for the Blue Plum 5K Road Race and Little Plum 
Half, as requested by the Friends of Olde Downtown, be and the same is 
hereby approved.  Deanna Hays was present. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Jenny Brock, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That a street closing on Sunday, June 7, 2015, from 6:30 
a.m. until 4:30 p.m., as requested by Reneau Dubberley for the 
Southeast Regional Bicycle Race, be and the same is hereby approved.  
Reneau Dubberley was present. 

 
Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That a street closing on Thursday, August 13, 2015, from 
6:00 p.m. until 12:00 a.m. on Sunday, August 16, 2015, as requested by 
Ralph Davis for the UMOJA Festival, be and the same is hereby 
approved.  Ralph Davis was present. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Jeff Banyas, seconded by Commissioner 

Jenny Brock, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried as follows:  Commissioners Jeff Banyas, Jenny Brock and 
David Tomita voted aye.  Mayor Ralph Van Brocklin and Vice-Mayor 
Clayton Stout voted nay.  
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 
JOHNSON CITY, That the pulling of Item A. iii. Baker Construction 
Services Bid on the Boys and Girls Club Athletic Field Reconstruction 
Project in the amount of $633,712.75 plus 10% contingency (total 
contract price $697,084.03), from the Consent Agenda, in order to 
allow City staff time to present options for cost savings, be and the 
same is hereby approved.  

 
 Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, seconded by 

Commissioner Jenny Brock, the following resolution was offered for 
adoption.  The motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes.   

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the remainder of the Consent Agenda for April 16, 
2015, be and the same is hereby approved.  

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. GENERAL: 
 

i. Public Works 
Consider a Counteroffer for Tract 21 on the Indian Ridge Road and State of 
Franklin Road Intersection Project for an increase of $13,200 with the final 
monetary offer of $145,200 

 
ii. Public Works 

Consider a Counteroffer for Tracts 14 and 15 on the Indian Ridge Road 
and the State of Franklin Road Intersection Project for an increase of 
$8,200 with the final monetary offer of $90,200 
 

iii. Public Works 
Consider approval of Bid No. 5905 by Baker Construction Services, Inc. on 
the Boys and Girls Club Athletic Field Reconstruction Project in the amount 
of $633,712.75 plus a 10% contingency in the amount of $63,371.28.  The 
total contract price in the amount of $697,084.03 
 

iv. Development Services 
Consider approval of FY 2015-2016 Emergency Solutions Grant to the 
Tennessee Housing Development Agency in the amount of $177,749.00 
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B. INVOICES: 
 

i. Wiedeman & Singleton……………………………………….$12,580.00 
Water & Sewer Services 
Task Order #8 ~ Watauga Hypochlorite 
Funding Source:  Water/Sewer Bond Funded 
 

ii. CDM Smith………………………………………………………….$38,934.25 
Water & Sewer Services 
Brush Creek & Knob Creek WWTP Improvements 
Funding Source:  Water/Sewer Bond Funded 

 
iii. Hazen & Sawyer…………………………………………………..$43,192.53 

Water & Sewer Services 
Lower Brush Creek Sanitary Sewer Interceptor Replacement Project 
Funding Source:  Water/Sewer Bond Funded 
 

iv. J. E. Green ……………………………………………..………….…$210,496.61 
Johnson City Schools 
Pay Application #9 ~ New Kermit Tipton Field House 
Funding Source:  Loan Proceeds 
 

v. Energy Systems Group ………………………………………$23,587.50 
Administration ~ Pay Request #5 
Freedom Hall Civic Center Lighting Improvements 
Funding Source:  Capital Outlay Notes 
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C. BIDS: 
 

i. ITB #5908 
Nissan Cool Springs……………………………………………..$131,781.00 
Water & Sewer Services 
Extended Cab Pick Up Trucks (Includes Surplus Request) 
Funding Source:  Rate Funded Capital & Budgeted Expense 

 
 

ii. ITB #5910 
GovConnection, Inc………………………………………………$91,576.26 
Johnson City Schools 
Laptops & Carts 
Funding Source:  Technology Reserves & Budgeted Funds 
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iii. ITB #5912 
WESCO & Kendall Electric……………………………………$29,857.45 
Water & Sewer Services 
General Parts 
Funding Source:  Budgeted Expense 
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Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, seconded by Commissioner 

Jenny Brock, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by four ayes.  Commissioner Jeff Banyas voted nay.   

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the Baker Construction Services Bid on the Boys and 
Girls Club Athletic Field Reconstruction Project in the amount of 
$633,712.75 plus 10% contingency (total contract price $697,084.03), 
be and the same is hereby approved.   

 
Upon motion by Commissioner David Tomita, seconded by 

Commissioner Jeff Banyas, Ordinance No. 4576-15, “AN ORDINANCE TO 
ALLOW POSSESSION AND CONSUMPTION OF BEER AND SALE OF ITEMS FROM STREET 
VENDORS ON THE CLOSED PORTION OF DOWNTOWN AND FOUNDERS’ PARK DURING 
THE BLUE PLUM FESTIVAL TO BE HELD ON FRIDAY, JUNE 5, 2015 THROUGH 
SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 2015,” was passed on second reading.  The motion 
carried by four ayes.  Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout was absent from the 
Chambers.  There were no nay votes. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Jenny Brock, seconded by Vice-Mayor 

Clayton Stout, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 
JOHNSON CITY, That the naming of park property located on King Springs 
Road to “Jacob’s Nature Park at Sinking Creek”, be and the same is 
hereby approved.  William Francisco addressed the Commission. 

 
Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, seconded by Commissioner 

Jenny Brock, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That the Housing Demand Study presented by City Staff, 
be and the same is hereby approved.  

 
At this time, Steve Nielson, Development Coordinator, made a 

presentation on downtown parking meters.  The Commission expressed an 
interest in enforcing the 2 hour parking limit and working with 
downtown merchants on solutions.  

 
Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout, seconded by Commissioner 

Jeff Banyas, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by five ayes.  There were no nay votes. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That authorization for City Staff to draft a letter to 
the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) to request moving 
State Route 91 designation from Main Street and Market Street to State 
of Franklin Road, be and the same is hereby approved.  

  
Upon motion by Commissioner Jeff Banyas, seconded by Commissioner 

David Tomita, the following resolution was offered for adoption.  The 
motion carried by four ayes.  Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout voted nay. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That allowing the request, for a minor modification to 
the Iris Glen Landfill Operating Permit issued by TDEC (Tennessee 
Department of Environment and Conservation), to proceed on a 45 day 
trial basis, subject to the post-trial TDEC results being presented to 
the Commission for consideration in making a final determination on 
the permit modification, be and the same is hereby approved. 

   
Upon motion by Commissioner David Tomita, seconded by 

Commissioner Jenny Brock, the following resolution was offered for 
adoption.  The motion carried by four ayes.  Vice-Mayor Clayton Stout 
voted nay. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF 

JOHNSON CITY, That an amendment to the Architectural Services 
Agreement on the Freedom Hall HVAC modifications between the City of 
Johnson City and Mechanical Design Services, be and the same is hereby 
approved.  Commissioners requested that City Staff provide a complete 
cost estimate to update Freedom Hall to an acceptable level.  
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At this time, Eldonna Janutolo, Transit Director, presented the 
Mass Transit budget and Phil Pindzola, Public Works Director, 
presented the Solid Waste and Stormwater Budgets. 

 
 At this time, City Manager Pete Peterson presented the City 
Manager’s Report. 
 

There being no further business or discussion, Mayor Ralph Van 
Brocklin adjourned the meeting at 10:07 p.m.  

 
 

 
    
              
           RALPH VAN BROCKLIN 
            MAYOR 
 
 
 
      
JANET JENNINGS 
CITY RECORDER 
 
 

 
ITEMS DEFERRED: 

1. None. 
 

ACTION ITEMS: 
1. Authorization to draft a letter to the Tennessee Department of 

Transportation (TDOT) to request moving State Route 91 
designation from Main Street and Market Street to State of 
Franklin Road. 

2. Allowing the request for a minor modification to the Iris Glen 
Landfill Operating Permit issued by TDEC (Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation) to proceed on a 45 day trial basis, 
subject to the post-trial TDEC results being presented to the 
Commission for consideration in making a final determination on 
the permit modification. 

3. Commissioners requested that City Staff provide a complete cost 
estimate to update Freedom Hall (HVAC) to an acceptable level. 

 


