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“It is not the beauty
of a building you
should look at; its

the construction of

the foundation that
will stand the test
of time.”

- David Allan Coe

)

Johnson Ciy Overlays |

Our ever changing society
and evolving methods of
communication generate a
constant need for Civic inno-
vation in order for Munici-
palities to best serve their
community. To best meet
this need, The City of John-
son City Department of De-
velopment Services is pre-
paring for an online event, or
“Hackathon”, to create a
venue to gather public input
concerning proposed elec-
tronic plans review and per-
mitting. Our pilot efforts
will primarily focus on resi-
dential building and develop-
ment. While we have inter-
nal ideas of what will work
best, and we can learn from

Planning/ GIS

Adopted by the City Commis-
sion, the overlay zoning districts
include provisions for regulating
building facades and include
design standards for many as-
pects of development. The pur-
pose of the overlay districts is
to establish higher environmen-
tal, aesthetic, and design stand-
ards for designated areas of
Johnson City that includes prop-
erties visible from specified
streets. Building walls should
reflect and complement the
traditional materials and con-
struction techniques of the

Johnson City region. They
should express the con-
struction techniques and
structural constraints of .
traditional, long-lasting,

building materials. Because
these standards shall apply ¢
without regard to the un-
derlying use of the land, they
are created in a special over-
lay district which can be

applied over any zoning ¢
district located along a des-
ignated street. There are

three overlay districts now in

other municipalities who
have already implemented
such services, we believe a
Hackathon is a proactive way
to create a partnership to

MACKATHOY 3

support the specific needs of
our Citizens who will actual-
ly be using the service. In
addition to overall issues of
convenience, we hope to
address such aspects as the

HELP US SERVE YOU BETTER...

means or format for trans-
ferring plans/information as
well as desired methods of
payment. The Hackathon will
be accessible via our City
Website at
www.johnsoncitytn.org. We
would love to have your help
and assistance! Please click
below and take a moment to
give us your input!
https://cojctn.wufoo.com/
forms/hackathon-survey/

To view hackathon projects
held by other Municipalities
across the country, visit
www.Hackforchange.org.

place along the city’s major corridors and
thoroughfares.

DO (Design Overlay): located
along State of Franklin Rd
CO (Corridor Overlay): located

along Suncrest/Bobby Hicks Hwy; N.
Roan St; Boones Creek Rd; and the

Bristol Hwy

GO (Gateway Overlay): located
along W. Market St
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“The best way
to predict
your future is

to create it.”

- Abraham

Lincoln

Planning/GIS

Have you ever thought about
addresses? How should | dis-
play my numbers on my house
or business? What do | do if
my address changes? What can
| do to help ensure that emer-
gency responders find me
quickly? All these answers can
be found in a newly posted
911/City Address Change
FAQs document on the web-
site. The City of Johnson City
and Washington County E-91 |
worked together to provide
answers to frequently asked
questions about address chang-

Codes

The Codes division is gearing
up to become more user-
friendly with our local build-
ers and contractors. The
Codes division now has the
availability to accept credit
cards for payment including
buildings permits, water and
sewer taps, and any associat-
ed planning fees. After gener-
ating feedback from local
customers, we realized that
there was a need to become
more technology user-

Another short-term goal that
the Codes division is working
towards is having the capability
to accept residential building
plans digitally. In the near future,
we are looking forward to ac-
cepting plans via cd attached
with an application. If builders
have plans to submit a small
residential home, then plans
could even be submitted via e-
mail and electronically. Chief
Building Official Dave Jenny is
slowly making adjustments nec-
essary for a quick, speedy pro-
cess when it comes to the plans
review process. The Codes
division is strives to maintain a
maximum |0-day turn-around

Development Services Department

es, why we address the way we
do, and how to display your
address in the best way possible
for emergency responders to
find you in case of an emergen-
cy. Also, if we do have to
change an address, we are now
including the FAQs fact sheet
with the official address notifica-
tion letter to assist citizens and
business owners to understand
the process better.

* Double-click on the pic-
ture below to view the 911/
City Address Change Fre-

quently Asked Questions :

friendly. Now applicants no longer have to deal with having to provide
exact amounts on pre-approved checks or lack of cash when it comes to
payments. Another concern was the wait time when receiving pay-
ments. Once customers had
made a payment, the check or

cash had to be walked to anoth-
er location, receipted, then
walked back to the Codes coun-
ter. We want the process to be
smooth for both our employees
and our customers. So we are

looking forward to using our
new payment method!

for all commercial plans submit-
ted. Review process begins
with the submittal of an applica-
tion, application fee, and build-
ing plans. Next the building
plans are reviewed by our Plans
Examiner, Dave McClleland. Mr.
McClleland will review the plans
as well as gather review com-
ments from trade inspectors
and other departments. A varie-
ty of departments are involved
in this review process, such as
Fire, Solid Waste, Landscape,
Engineering, Planning, or Water
and Sewer. Once every depart-
ment has left comments on the
submitted plans, the applicant
will be contacted with approval

or a request to revision. After the
plans have been corrected and re-
submitted to the Building Codes
Division, they have a maximum 5-
day turn around to get back with
the applicants regarding their new-
ly submitted revisions. We hope
that these small steps will improve
our relationship with frequent
customers and citizens throughout
Johnson City. The Development
Services Department, and particu-
larly the Building Codes Division
want to have a reputation for
being quick, efficient, and user-

friendly!
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HUD APPROVES CITY’S FY 2014-15 COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDING

The U. S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development
recently approved the City’s
Community Development
Block Grant for FY 2014-15 in
the amount of $483,529.

These funds which are the
primary support for the City’s
annual community development
program will fund activities
such as; homeowner rehabilita-
tion, homeowner re-
construction, homeownership

assistance for first-time home-
buyers, fair housing activities
and work with local target
neighborhoods to effect afford-
able housing development and

redevelopment.

This will be the 39th consecu-
tive year that the City has re-
ceived funding for and imple-
mented a community develop-
ment program. This program
along with the HUD HOME

Program and the Emergency
Solutions Program, provides
low and moderate income
households as well as special
needs persons and households
and those at-risk of becoming
or already homeless, assis-
tance with decent, safe and
affordable housing and basic

needed support services.

WODA DEVELOPMENT OPENS PENNINGTON CROSSING SENIOR
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

Pennington Crossing, a new 42
unit senior housing develop-
ment on Rocky Top Road off of
the Erwin Highway in Johnson
City was dedicated and opened
for perspective tenants earlier
this summer. This beautiful
development with a great view
of buffalo Mountain was devel-
oped by WODA Development
out of Columbus, Ohio with
funding assistance from the
Tennessee Housing Develop-
ment Agency under the federal
Low Income Tax Credit Af-

fordable Housing program.
The 42 unit development fea-
tures | and 2 bedroom units
for seniors and all units are on
one level. Eligibility for tenants
includes being 60 years of age
and over and having a yearly
income that does not exceed
80% of the median household
income for the community
($28,700 for one person and
$32,800 for a two person
household). Each unit is handi-
capped accessible and is energy
efficient with all energy star

appliances.

For More information or to
apply for this new senior
housing please contact Pen-
nington Crossing (423) 268-

2555.

Recognition of New Employees to Development Services!

“All that is
valuable in
human society
depends upon
the opportunity
for development
accorded the
individual.”

- Albert Einstein

We would like to take a moment to introduce a new

COMMUNITY R
employee to the Development Services Department.

0 M

We welcome you Matthew Young! Matthew was
DEVREDDRAKE formerly employed in Knoxville, Tennessee and has
E L P

relocated to Johnson City. Mr. Young graduated from
Middle Tennessee State University with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Geology. Shortly afterwards, Mr. Young
received a Master’s Degree from East Tennessee State
University in Public Administration with a concentra-
tion in Planning. Matthew accepted the full-time posi-
tion as Planner | in the Development Services Depart-
ment in July of 2014. We are excited to make him a

GIS ]

part of our team in the Planning Division!




DEVELOPMENT SERVIC

601 East Main Street
P.O. Box 2150
Johnson City, TN 37605

Phone: 423-434-6074
Fax:423-461-1641

E-mail:
Ledmonds@)johnsoncitytn.org
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SAVE THE DATE

| S——

BBC- Board of Building
Codes, Ist Tuesday @ 4:00

p.m., only as needed

BDSR—Board of Dwell-
ing Standards, 4th Thurs-
day @ 7 p.m., no meetings in
Nov. and Dec.

BZA—Board of Zoning
Appeals, |st Tuesday @

6:00 p.m.

HZC—Historic Zoning
Commission, 4th Tuesday

@ 12:30 p.m.

H/CD—Housing & Com-
munity Development

Citizens Advisory Board,
4th Thursday @ 12 p.m., no

meetings in June or Dec.

JCNPSC—Johnson City
Neighborhood Partner-
ships Steering Commit-
tee, 4th Tuesday @ 11:30

a.m.

JCRPC—Johnson City
Regional Planning Com-
mission, 2nd Tuesday @

6:00 p.m.

o

Coming
Soon in

2015!

——

Find uson

Facebook !

anization (MTPO

Highway Trust Fund - What does it mean to us?

You may have heard in the news the federal Highway Trust Fund is running out of money and the federal govern-
ment will not be able to fund highway projects. Naturally you may think “what does that have to do with us in
Johnson City? That is the federal government; they are always claiming they need money, besides TDOT takes
care of the state routes.” A little over half of the Tennessee Department of Transportation’s budget comes from
the federal government through the Highway Trust Fund. In addition to this, Johnson City’s MTPO receives an
annual allocation of Surface Transportation Program (federal funds) for regional transportation projects along

with other grant programs funded by the Highway Trust Fund. Here are a few examples:

State Managed Projects

- SR 36 (North Roan) from Boones Creek to SR 75 has over 30 million dollars of federal funds for construction
alone.

- Exit 13 on 1-26 Bridge Reconstruction (Bobby Hicks / Suncrest) has over 10 million dollars of federal funds for
construction.

- Exit 17 on 1-26 Interchange Modification (Boones Creek at I-26) has over 900,000 dollars for engineering. Con-
struction estimates will not be available until after the engineering is completed.

Local Managed Project (Johnson City)

-State of Franklin Road at Indian Ridge (Bridge Widening and Intersection Improvements) has over 3 million dol-
lars of federal funds programmed for the project

- New access road to the Veterans Affairs Administration Hospital over 1.7 million federal funds.

These are just a few examples of how the Highway Trust Fund is important to Johnson City. As of July 29, 2014
the U.S. Senate will be voting to provide a temporary measure to fix the Highway Trust Fund until May of 2015

without raising the federal gas tax. The current federal gas tax of 18.3 cents per gallon is no longer able to sup-
port the Highway Trust Fund. The federal gas tax has not been increased since 1993. Imagine running a business
and charging the same price for over 20 years, it is unsustainable. Simply put, the current method of funding our
transportation system in America is no longer working. We need a long term solution and it is up to Congress

and actually everyone to address this situation.

For more information on regional transportation projects please visit our website at http://www.jcmpo.org or
email me at glennberry@jcmpo.org or just give me a call at (423) 434-6272 to discuss this or other transpor-
tation issues.

Announcements & Upcoming Events

e At the July 3, 2014 City Commission
Meeting, Uwe Rothe, Jim Staton, and
Dr. Timothy Zajonc were appointed
to the Johnson City Regional Planning

Commission Board.

The Development Service De-
partment and the Johnson City
Regional Planning Commission
wishes to commend Mr. Dan
Rutledge, Jim Woods, and Thom-
as Hord for their outstanding
service to the citizens of Johnson
City with dignity, honesty, and
commitment! All three commis-
sioners have contributed addi-
tional time and leadership
through attendance of various
public meetings, workshops, and
by serving on the Design Overlay
and Commercial Zoning subcom-

e  The Tennessee General Assembly
enacted Public Chapter No. 686, the

“Vested Property Rights Act of 2014.”
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/billinfo/
BillSummaryArchive.aspx?
BillNumber=HB0964&ga=108

Sign up for our Newsletter

...or tell us what you think! Com-

° To view the Develop- ments, Concerns, Questions...

ment Services Depart-

ment’s Goals and Objec-
tives for Fiscal Year e °
2015, double- click on =

the picture to the right!

mittees!

SAVE THE DATE: Development Services
Open House! Double-click to view flyer. g

The Development Services Newsletter is a quarterly publication by the department.
Editor: Laura E. Edmonds
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